
Elder Candidate Process

Phase 1 Aspiration 
 A man  demonstrates  his  commitment  to  Core  Creek  Community  Church  with  an  established  and 

observable track record of serving, leading and giving with demonstrated teaching skills and observable 
fruit in ministry, marriage and family life.  

 The  man  must  be  a  current  member  of  the  church,  in  good  standing,  who  meets  the  biblical 
qualifications outlined in 1 Tim. 3:1-13 and Titus 1:5-9. 

 A man self nominates: Each man that feels called to eldership makes his heart known to an existing  
elder. This existing elder then gives a "yes", "no" or "grow/wait" for this man to pursue further. 

Phase 2 Affirmation
 The man's name is presented to the existing elders and they give the same response (unanimously) of 

"yes", "no" or "grow/wait".
 The man's name is presented to the church membership.  If any member has just reason for disapproval 

of a candidate, they must submit their reasoning to the current elders in writing.
 Once approval is given the man needs to complete the attached documents for review by the elders and 

primarily his sponsoring elder and enter into an application phase.

Phase 3 Qualification 
Application which includes basic biographic information, contact information, and resume

Essays and Questionnaires 
Prospective Elder Essay
Please give a short narrative of your personal history and spiritual background.

 Begin very briefly with your family of origin and as you proceed please include the important  
events that have shaped your life. 

 Spend some time telling us how you met Jesus including what your life was like prior, the key 
factors that led you to Jesus, and how your life changed after meeting Jesus. 

 Be sure to include a candid narrative of your marital history.
 Include some specifics as to what Jesus has been doing in your life in the past year, your normal  

practice of spiritual disciplines, and how you would describe the state of your soul today.
 In a separate section please describe specifically how you experience your calling to serve as an 

elder at Core Creek Community Church and the ways in which you believe Jesus is leading you 
to serve. 

 What are your Spiritual Gifts?  Have you taken an assessment to help you determine them? 
Please submit the assessment.

Wife’s Essay
Please give a short narrative of your personal history. Begin very briefly with your family of origin and 
as you proceed please include the important events that have shaped your life. 



 Spend some time telling us how you met Jesus including what your life was like prior, the key 
factors that led you to Jesus, and how your life changed after meeting Jesus. 

 Be sure to include a candid narrative of your marital history.
 Include some specifics as to what Jesus has been doing in your life in the past year, your normal  

practice of spiritual disciplines, and how you would describe the state of your soul today.
 In a separate section please describe specifically how you experience your husband’s calling to 

serve as a pastor here at our church, and the role you believe Jesus is leading him to fill.

Children’s Essay
Essay for children 13 years old and above.  Please answer the following in 1 or 2 pages:

 How and when did you meet Jesus?
 What is your relationship with your Dad like?
 How has your Dad led you to know and love Jesus?
 How has your Dad taught you the Bible?

Family Finances
Please respond to the following: 

 In your marriage who is responsible for your family finances? Describe what roles you and your 
wife handle, either shared or individually. 

 Has this been an area of friction and tension in your marriage, and how have you worked this 
out?

 Have you ever struggled with credit card debt (or other kinds of consumer debt)? 
 What  has  been  your  experience  with  personal  finances,  balancing  accounts,  budgeting, 

forecasting, tracking receipts and expenses, bank and tax records etc? Has this been, or is this 
now, an area of difficulty or struggle for you? What area of growth do you believe God would 
have you address in this arena? 

 Do you have life insurance? Why or why not? 
 Do you have a buffer of liquid money in savings in case of emergency? 
 Do you have a retirement investment plan? Describe generally, not in detail. 
 If you have an area of debt in your life that concerns you, do you have a plan to pay it down.
 Optional: if you wish you may send your family budget or any other document you feel might be 

helpful to your explanations.

Theology Questionnaire
 Who have been your primary theological teachers, or influences? In other words (apart from the 

Bible),  what  authors,  theologians  (either  living  or  dead),  teachers,  writers,  movements, 
denominations, or schools of thought have most influenced your theology?

 What is the most theologically-intensive book you have read cover-to-cover? Similarly, outside 
of the Bible, what have been your five most influential books?

 What is the gospel? (ie. theologically, not how you would explain the gospel message to a non-
Christian)

 Please give your view of the Scriptures.
 Briefly  describe  your  philosophy  of  ministry  and evangelism,  including what  is  our  role  in 

saving the lost, and what is God’s role?
 How do you understand the doctrine of election/predestination?
 How has Adam’s sin affected our nature, and our ability to choose in regard to good and evil?
 What is your current eschatological (end times) view? 



Pastoral Theology:
 How would you respond to a couple at the church that just miscarried 9 weeks into pregnancy?  

What scriptures would you take them to? 
 You are counseling a couple that is sleeping together before marriage (fornicating), how would 

you handle this couple? 
 You are praying with folks up front after a Sunday Service, then you get a young man that would 

like you to pray for him in regards to an addiction to pornography.  What would you do and how 
would you on the spot counsel this man? 

 A group of people are talking and invite you to answer a question they have been trying to figure 
out.  The question they are trying to answer is what role does prayer have in the Christian life if  
we preach the Sovereignty of God?  What would be your answer for them? 

 After church one day you are approached by a crying woman that truly has a broken heart after 
the service.  She simply asks you to tell her the gospel so that she may believe like others at the 
church.  How would you explain the gospel to her? 

 A member of our church comes to you and says he wants to leave his wife because she is not  
submitting to him and does not love Jesus? He wants to move on.  What do you say?  

Confidential Questionnaire & Release (Attached)
 

Formal Assessment
This is where each candidate and his wife are interviewed by existing elders and questioned personally, 
theologically and on expression of calling.

Phase 4 Training for Pastoral Ministry
Each elder candidate will be trained surrounding the issues of: 

 Character Formation
 Leadership Skill
 Bible and Theology
 Mission and Ministry

The plan for each new candidate will be crafted by a sponsoring elder according to the maturity,  
current level training of the candidate. 

Phase 5 - Coaching by Sponsoring Elder
This phase is when the candidate is encouraged to develop ministries, take on leadership tasks and work 

on special projects.  
It is at this point that each candidate that has made it successfully through phases 1-4 are brought before 

the member body and requests for prayer, concerns, or encouragement can be brought forward.  
At each phase there is an informal straw poll where current elder(s) vote on whether a man should 

continue in the process or be told again "yes", "no" or "grow/wait”

Phase 6 – Installation as an Elder –Laying on of Hands



1110 Langhorne-Newtown Rd.
Langhorne, PA 19047

215.752.2129
C  oreCreek.com  

CONSENT FOR RELEASE OF INFORMATION: 
Eldership Process Consent

I, hereby authorize Core Creek Community Church 
personnel to disclose to the elders the information disclosed in the testing procedures, 
questionnaires, and interview process.  The purpose of discussion among the elders is solely to 
evaluate your suitability as a potential elder of Core Creek Community Church.  Your 
information will be treated with sensitivity and confidentiality.

Signed  this (day) of (month)                           (year)      

Signature of Applicant

Signature of Spouse

http://www.terranovachurch.org/


CONFIDENTIAL
 
We are aware that the following questions are personal and very sensitive.  Jesus is in the business of redeeming 
sinners and changing lives, so we do not expect anyone’s past to be perfectly “clean”.  Rather, our concern is 
with unresolved issues from the past.  These issues are sensitive precisely because, unless properly dealt with, 
they have the power to undermine and destroy you even as you seek to become an elder.   Therefore, we ask 
these questions both for your protection and ours as a church, but especially for those among you whom you 
intend to minister.
 
Your answers on this form will only be read by the elders of Core Creek Community Church.   It will be kept in 
a confidential and locked file.  You will be consulted in the event there is need for further clarification.   We 
would  request  a  response  from the  candidate  and his  wife  on  all  relevant  questions.  We appreciate  your 
honesty.  Upon conclusion send these pages in a separate envelope clearly marked CONFIDENTIAL to Pastor 
John Stange.  If you need additional space in order to adequately respond, please use a separate sheet of paper.

Names

Candidate

Spouse

1. Please list  your significant  financial  obligations,  including all types of debt: Mortgages, major bills, 
insurance, pledges and any other items for which you must make provisions.

Name of Obligation Amount      Annual Payment          Plan for Meeting it

Approximate amount you have in savings:

Approximate value of major assets (equity):

Approximate value of investments (e.g. 401K, IRA, taxable investments, etc.):



This Section To be Filled Out By Candidate and Spouse:

2. Do you and/or your wife have any health concerns which could create a financial burden in the context 
of being an elder at Core Creek Community Church?

3. Do you have any special concerns for your children’s needs (i.e. health, education, physical needs,  
      emotional, etc.)?  If yes, please explain:

4. Have you ever been charged or convicted of a felony?
      If yes, indicate dates and please explain:

5. Do you or have you used illegal or narcotic drugs (including abuse of prescription medications)?         
      If yes, indicate what type, how recently and in what quantity:

6. Have you or your spouse ever been involved in any Eastern Religions or occult activities (i.e. tarot cards, 
    Ouija boards, witchcraft, Wicca, new age, etc.)?  If yes, please explain:

7.  Have you ever been a victim of abuse, molestation, or rape?  If yes, please explain:

8.
a. Have you ever sexually abused anyone?  If yes, when? 

 
b. Have you ever been sexually involved with a minor, while you yourself were legally considered an
    adult?  If yes, when?



9. To what extent have you been involved with pornography, including cable channels, soft-core porn (e.g. 
      HBO, Cinemax, etc.)?

   10. Have you or your spouse ever been unfaithful to one another in your sexual relationship (emotionally or 
         physically)?  If yes, please explain:

11. Have you ever had same-sex desires and/or had a same-sex experience?
      If yes, please explain:

13. Are you now or have you been under a physician’s care for mental or emotional treatment?  
     If yes, please explain:

14. Have you or your spouse ever participated in a 12-Step Program or another type of recovery program    
       for addiction or codependency issues?  If yes, please explain:

15. Have you told the truth about all of the above statements?

16. If any of these areas are unresolved at this time are you open to get help with resolution?
      Additional Comments:



I  hereby  certify  that  all  information  submitted  in  connection  with  my  Confidential  Questionnaire  / 
Background Check is true and correct.   I agree that Core Creek Community Church may verify any of the 
information  submitted  in  support  of  my  application,  and  I  understand  that  I  am  under  a  continuing 
obligation to advise Core Creek Community Church of any changes which may occur after the Confidential 
Questionnaire submission.    I further certify that if I am accepted as an elder of Core Creek Community 
Church, I will abide by the rules and regulations as determined by the church leadership.  I understand and 
agree that the omission, misrepresentation, or concealment of any significant fact in any statement may be 
considered sufficient reason for my removal from the eldership process.   

Signature of Candidate Date

Signature of Spouse Date



1110 Langhorne-Newtown Rd.
Langhorne, PA 19047

215.752.2129
C  oreCreek.com  

CONSENT FOR RELEASE OF INFORMATION: 
Background Check

I, hereby authorize Core Creek Community Church 
personnel to conduct background checks, both criminal and financial.  Additionally, I give 
permission for the resulting information to be disclosed to the elders of Core Creek Community 
Church.

Applicant Name: 
Last First Middle

Applicant Social Security Number Date of Birth

Applicant Address

City County       State Zip

Applicant Drivers License Number State

Spouse Name: 
Last First Middle

Spouse Social Security Number Date of Birth

Spouse Address

City County       State Zip

Spouse Drivers License Number State

http://www.terranovachurch.org/

